
bassist Bob Miller and drummer Jim
Fagnano fleshed out the ensemble,
which was full of enthusiasm and fire.

The New Orleans Joy Makers found
Jamie Wight on cornet, Brian O’Connell
on reeds and John Royen on piano, all
up from the Crescent City. Wight, who
has strong Ohio ties, used Dave Mar-
shall on guitar, Fritz Kuensel on tuba
and Bill Fuller, one of Cleveland’s finest
drummers. I’m not sure where trombon-
ist Jim Hronek hails from, but he was
excellent and very entertaining. Wight’s
“If I Had You” was full of echoes of Wild
Bill Davison. Nice!

The Climax Jazz Band, always a high-
powered, driving unit, offered regulars
Chris Daniels on bass and chatter with
occasional vocals, “Happy” Jack Vincken
on solid banjo, Len “Boots” Gosling on
trombone and vocals, and Jamie Aug on
drums. New to us but not to the band
was powerful cornetist Dave Kosmyna,
who sparked many a tune. Band alum-
nus clarinetist Jim Buchmann, who
resides in Vancouver, Washington and
who often travels with the band, was,
thankfully, along for this trip. His reed-
work has always been of the amazing
variety, and he added much to the band’s
eight appearances.

The Toll House crew, led by banjoist
Mike Evans, had Larry Nusser on piano,
Phil Stone on cornet, Dave Pfeiffer on
clarinet and tenor sax, Gordon Moore on
trombone, Don Fulkerson on tuba and a
tasty drummer, Tom George, behind the

drums. The band’s book ranged from
barroom ballads and traditional
warhorses to old pop tunes, all done in a
pleasing manner.

The appearance of the Titanic Jazz
Band allowed many to renew acquain-
tances with former members of the
South Frisco Jazz Band, because
leader/cornetist Dan Comins, reedman
Mike Baird, pianist Robbie Rhodes and
banjo/vocalist Vince Saunders were all
members of that famous West Coast
ensemble. Filling out the Titanic line-up
were Keith Elliott on trombone and
social commentary, superb tuba man
Ray Cadd and drummer/cornetist Chris
Tyle. The band drew many tunes from

the Jelly Roll Morton, Lu Watters, Clan-
cy Hayes and King Oliver songbooks.
There was a poignant moment when
Comins dedicated Turk Murphy’s
“Something For Annie” to the late Bob
Raggio’s widow, Ann, who was in atten-
dance.

This midwestern festival weekend
gave a shot in the arm to traditional jazz
lovers from the area and to those who
flew or drove in to hear some of those
“good old good ones.” My wife is still in
seventh heaven since two of the bands
played the Louis Hot Five, “Once In a
While,” one of her favorites. Watch for
this one again next year.

Mike Baird of the Titanic Jazz Band
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7th Annual 
SPOTLIGHT ON JAZZ

Athens to Venice
Aboard the award winning
Regent Seven Seas Voyager

May 26 - June 2, 2008

Help us recreate the days of the
Intimate Jazz Clubs of New York
With the famous Bucky Pizzerelli

Nicki Parrott, Chuck Redd,
Johnny Varro and Ken Peplowski

Exclusives include a private jazz supper club evening, a cocktail party
with the musicians, a private shore excursion, a Bloody Mary party

with the musicians sharing the highlights of their careers and 
the services of a Virtuoso tour escort. This is an all balcony ship with

complimentary cocktails, wine and all gratuities.

Promotional rates start at $4395 –
plus a special economy air for $1000

Reservation please call or email Margaret Gillham at

800-458- 2878
or margaret-gillham@msn.com.

For more information
log on to our website www.mhluxurytravel.com/


